
 A message from our President 

Scholarships Awarded to Local Groups 

Winter 

2020 

 

February 6th                     

It’s for the Birds 

March 20th 

Blue Sky Program 

April 22nd                             

Earth Day Celebration 

May 21st                                

Blue Ghost Bubble 

 

Summer Series 

June, July & August 

(TBA) 

Please stay tuned for more 

details coming soon. 

Follow us on our                      

Website & Facebook 

Sherwood Forest Friends Newsletter Upcoming Events 

Sherwood Forest Friends (SFF) was incorporated in 2018. 

We are excited by the growth experienced since. Last year, 

in keeping with our mission, we presented a variety of pro-

grams spotlighting our mountain heritage and culture and 

celebrating our natural environment.  

We accepted our first lot on Tarheel Lake to provide access to the dam without       

ecological damage. Expect more of the same this year! SFF is in the process of con-

serving additional lots in the Forest to preserve green space and ensure lower density 

for the future.  

Our priorities going forward include strengthening the organization with new commit-

tees and procedures and increasing our footprint as a non-profit in Transylvania. SFF 

has registered with a variety of “passive” options to provide additional funding. We 

continue to look for ways to partner with other organizations and associations of like 

mind and this year will offer charter Institutional Memberships for that purpose. SFF 

is now a member of the International Dark Sky Association. You can expect to see a 

variety of programs including our terrific summer series. 

All our efforts benefit Sherwood Forest, Cedar Mountain and neighboring communi-

ties, and all of you make that possible! I am honored to serve as president this year and 

we all look forward to seeing you at our events. 

In 2019 Sherwood Forest Friends made scholarship donations to two organizations 
who serve students in the Cedar Mountain community. We believe that an investment 
in our youth’s environmental education and critical thinking will reap great benefits for 
the future 

Our first recipient was Muddy Sneakers, a program that introduces the concept of  
environmental literacy to public school students. Students connect with the land,    
become more active, and gain self-confidence while improving science skills. The       
non-profit was awarded $500.  

The second recipient was Time 4 Real Science which received $1,500. The program 
supports high school students at Brevard High School. Students develop critical            
thinking and problem-solving skills while conducting science research projects. Upon 
completion, the students present the projects at local, state and national                  
competitions. 

Muddy Sneakers 

         Time 4 Real Science 



 

Small Area Plan Update 

Help keep 276 scenic! 
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  Land Conservation 

It’s For The Birds! 

Winter can be tough on birds. Susan Goldsworthy will discuss 

what birds are native to our forest, which foods are healthiest and 

how we can best protect our feathered friends.  

  

Following Susan’s talk, Cathy Nell will share an overview and up-

date of the Audubon Certification process. The evening will be 

topped off with Shirl Thomas providing a hands-on demonstra-

tion on creating suet.           

It’s For The Birds!                                                                                                                  

Thursday, February 6th from 4:30 to 6:00 pm                                                                           

at The Cove in Sherwood Terrace  

Light Refreshments Provided.                                                                                        

And remember the best tweets come from birds!    

Join us for Sherwood Forest Friends first presentation of the year. You don’t want to miss this one! 

The Transylvania County Cedar 

Mountain Small Area Plan com-

mittee meets on the last Tuesday 

of the month. The next meeting 

will be at the Cedar Mountain 

Community Center at 6:00 PM 

on Tuesday January 28th.  The 

public is invited and encouraged 

to attend. Tom Oosting is serving 

on the committee. 

In support of our mission to preserve ecologically significant land, Sher-

wood Forest Friends accepted the donation of a lot from Norm Talbot. It 

will be transferred to Sherwood Forest, with a positive membership vote at 

the annual meeting in June. It is a scenic lot filled with native azaleas and is 

adjacent to current green space which helps preserve a natural wildlife        

corridor. This lot also has met the Greens Committee priorities. 

We’re looking for great photos, poetry 

and essays about Cedar Mountain, our 

mountain heritage and culture to feature 

on our website, Facebook page and in 

upcoming newsletters. Please submit   

entries to lelia.duncan2@gmail.com 

BLUE GHOST BUBBLE IS BACK      

  Consider writing a poem, essay or literary 

piece to read at the celebration. 

 

        Artist Corner 



Meet our new Board Members 

AmazonSmile 

Dark Sky Initiative 
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According to a 2016 study, 99% of people in the Unit-
ed States live under light-polluted skies, and nearly 
80% of people in North America can’t see the Milky 
Way from where they live. 

Light pollution is a significant but overlooked cause of 
the rapid decline of insect populations. It confuses 
migrating birds and interrupts the mating cycle of Blue 
Ghosts and other creatures.  

Sherwood Forest is making progress in the return to dark skies under Al Brothers’ leadership in the condos’ new light-
ing systems. Other options for residents include selecting warm rather than cool light bulbs, putting a hood on outdoor 
lights or making sure they point to the ground, not up, and providing motion detectors for outdoor lights at night to 
keep illumination to a minimum.  

When shopping local just won’t do and your fingers do the walking to the internet, consider supporting the forest and 
its programs by heading to Amazon Smile.  It’s easy! Set your browser to “smile.amazon.com” and navigate to “Get 
Started.”  Search for “Sherwood Forest Friends” and begin shopping.  There is no additional cost to you, it works with 
Prime accounts, and 0.5% of your purchases, or $5.00 for every $1,000 spent, will be donated to SFF.  Just be sure to 
start your shopping at AmazonSmile.   
  
SFF also receives a donation for purchases made through Brown Paper Tickets, which sells admissions to the Pisgah 
Film House and other venues.  At the end of every purchase, simply select “Animals & Environment” as your charity. 
  

You’ve seen the towers of Amazon boxes at the 
Betty Kay locker and you’ve met neighbors at the 
movies. Our purchases will make a difference! 

A free-range childhood in the woods of 
Rhode Island began Susan Wilkinson’s 
life-long love of the outdoors.  A career 
in government and museum marketing 
fueled exploration of nature’s finest near 
and far.  She is a writer, photographer, 
yoga instructor and an avid hiker and 
gardener.   
 
Susan’s move to Sherwood Forest in 
2018 is a return to what matters most-- 
vast forest, breath-taking encounters with 
wildlife, welcoming neighbors, and      
potential for a free-range retirement. 
 

After graduate school, Gwenne was a 

watercolor painter represented by 

galleries with museums acquiring my 

work.  She volunteered for a domes-

tic violence shelter and a women’s 

clinic and served on numerous 

boards.                     

Gwenne married and became the ED 

of a small non-profit, Gateway 

Greening, developing community 

gardens and urban farms on aban-

doned land. This non-profit grew 

into the second largest greening or-

ganization in the US.  She retired in 

2011 to write grants, hike, forage, 

and play golf.  

Susan Wilkinson 

     Gwenne  Hayes-Stewart 

https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/2/6/e1600377
http://smile.amazon.com/


Membership 

Residents in this region treasure the forested setting and mountain culture of western North 

Carolina. We strive to embrace local history, learn about the ancient geology and wildlife of 

the southern Appalachians, and enjoy experiencing the music, art and dance which make this 

area unique. Those who are willing to share their knowledge, time and talent need financial 

support. By giving to Sherwood Forest Friends, donors get a tax deduction and the commu-

nity benefits from the pooling of resources. Together, we can entice artists and performers 

to delight us with their skills. Together, we can accept property donations and conserve    

natural areas that provide habitat of plants and animals who share these woods.  

Our mission statement is to promote, preserve and enhance the natural resource and cultural heritage 

of our local communities. 

      Friends of Sherwood Forest. Membership Levels 

Supporter – Donation of $50 or more per household 

Forest Friend  - Donation of $100 or more per household. 

Patron – Donation of $250 or more per household. 

Benefactor – Donation of $500 or more mores per household. 

Friends Forever -Donation of $ 5,000 or more.   

Friends Forever -Donation of $ 5,000 or more.        

Honor those you love and respect  

Memorial - Celebrate the life & legacy of someone dear 

Tribute - Acknowledge an individual’s achievements 

Sherwood Forest Friends is now able to accept stocks. If you are     

interested in discussing leaving a bequeath to the organization please 

contact Kirk Friedland or Carol McClullough. Your generous gifts   

allow us to continue the important work of conservation and        

preservation. 

Board of Directors 

Officers 

Carol McCullough     President 

Kirk Friedland           Vice President 

Libby Brown             Secretary 

Lelia Duncan             Treasurer 

Greg Alilkas         Past President 

 

At Large 

Charley Burden        Clint Owings             

Diane Refsland          Gwenne Hayes-Stewart         

Mary Wickham          Susan Wilkinson 

Sherwood Forest Friends, Inc., is a not-for-profit charitable organiza-

tion under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Our   

federal identification number is 82-1825571.  

 

Sherwood Forest Friends 

P.O. Box 212 

If you are interested in serving on any of 

our committees, please let us know. We 

welcome your input and look forward to 

seeing you at all the exciting upcoming 

programs and events. Thank you for 

your support. 


